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Introduction 

 
On April 17, 2025, the Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission 

(“Commission”) issued a suspension order, suspending the law enforcement officer certification 

of Michael Richard (“Richard”) pursuant to M.G.L. c. 6E, § , which states as follows: 
 

The commission may,  . . . , suspend 
the certification of any officer if the commission determines by a 
preponderance of the evidence that the suspension is in the best 

interest of the health, safety or welfare of the public. 
 

Richard requested a stay of the suspension and requested a hearing before a single 
commissioner on the matter pursuant to M.G.L. c. 6E, § 9(d) and 555 CMR 1.09.  The Chair of 
the Commission assigned me to preside over the hearing as the single commissioner, in 

accordance with 555 CMR 1.09(4). 
 

On May 2, 2025, a hearing was held on the matter.  Attorney Colin Confoey, Esq., 
represented Richard.  Attorney Tara L. Chisolm, Esq., served as Enforcement Counsel on behalf 
of the Commission’s Division of Police Standards (“Division”). 

 
Both parties opposed opening the hearing to the public.  I determined that closure of the 

hearing was necessary to protect privacy interests and would not be contrary to the public interest 
in keeping with 555 CMR 1.09(6)(c).  Therefore, I ordered that the hearing be closed.  The 
Commission recorded the hearing, and a copy of the recording can be made available upon 

request.1 
 

At the hearing, prior to the start of the evidence, Attorney Confoey requested that Joseph 
Benevento be allowed to remain for the entirety of the hearing.  Benevento is the President and 
Business Agent for Teamsters Local 42, the union that represents Richard.  Richard had intended 

to call Benevento as a witness during the hearing.  Attorney Chisholm objected to Benevento’s 
presence during the hearing and requested that all witnesses be sequestered.  After hearing 

argument from both counsel, I denied Attorney Confoey’s request and ordered that the witnesses 
be sequestered.  

 
1 If there is a judicial appeal of this decision, the appellant in the judicial appeal would be obligated to supply the 

court with a transcript of this hearing to the extent that he wishes to challenge the decision as unsupported by the 

substantial evidence, arbitrary or capricious, or an abuse of discretion.  See Mass. Super. Ct. Standing Order 1-96.  

If such an appeal is filed, the Commission can provide the recording to the appellant to transcribe the hearing. 
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This is the final decision of the Single Commissioner.  M.G.L. c. 30A, § 11(8); 555 CMR 

1.09(6)(d). A party aggrieved by this Order may commence an appeal to the Superior Court 
within thirty days in accordance with M.G.L. c. 30A, § 14.  After initiating proceedings for 

judicial review in Superior Court, the appellant, or his attorney, is required to serve a copy of the 
summons and complaint upon the Boston office of the Attorney General of the Commonwealth, 
with a copy to the Commission, in the time and in the manner prescribed by Mass. R. Civ. P. 

4(d). 

Marsha V. Kazarosian, Esq. 
Single Commissioner 

Date: 

Notice: 

5/20/2025 

Colin R. Confoey, Esq., Respondent’s Counsel 
Tara L. Chisholm, Esq., Commission Enforcement Counsel 

Division of Police Standards 

Shaun Martinez, Esq., Deputy Director, Division of Police Standards 

Manchester-by-the-Sea Police Department, Law Enforcement Agency 

Collective Bargaining Unit 
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